Persistence of dialysis osteomalacia despite treatment with 24R,25-dihydroxycholecalciferol.
Five patients with symptomatic osteomalacia undergoing chronic hemodialysis took 24R,25-dihydroxycholecalciferol, 10 micrograms/day, for periods of 6-20 months. Four patients took calcitriol simultaneously in doses consistent with normocalcemia, but the 5th was unable to do so because of recurrent hypercalcemia. In the group as a whole, despite achievement of physiologic plasma concentrations of 24,25-dihydroxyvitamin D, we could demonstrate no metabolic or histologic benefit of therapy. Substantial osteomalacia persisted in all posttreatment biopsy specimens, appearing more severe in some cases and less severe in others. At the doses prescribed, the results of treatment of dialysis osteomalacia with 24R,25-dihydroxycholecalciferol were clinically unsatisfactory.